
Draft Presentation of Reports from our 2018-2019 St. Andrew's Scholars
#1 Catalina Runcie, from St. Andrew’s University, is the 2018-2019 McNeil Scholar attending University of Pennsylvania 
#2 Emma Cathro, from The University of Aberdeen, is the 2018-2019 McNeil Scholar attending Drexel University
#3 George Frattara, from St. Joseph’s University, is the 2018-2019 Bishop Scholar at St Andrew’s University
#4 Soumya Polavarapu, from Juniata University, is the 2018-2019 Mutch Scholar at The University of Glasgow
#5 Aidan Toole, from Drexel University, is the 2018-2019 McNeil Scholar at The University of Aberdeen
#6 Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh 
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Draft Presentation of Reports from our 2018-2019 St. Andrew's Scholars

St Andrews Society Chronicle Report – Catalina Runcie
Before August of 2018, I had never been to America before. To some it might have seemed slightly crazy to voluntarily uproot

my whole life to live in a city in a country I had never seen nor knew Philadelphia was to be a shock to the system after two years

in beautiful (but sleepy) St Andrews. When people ask me about my home university, I tell them we have three beaches and more

golf courses than I can remember. 

Philadelphia however, is fresh, vibrant and exciting. Studying Biochemistry at Penn, I have taken classes everything from amaz-

ing research on the relationship between dog size and cancer to microorganism social motility.

I have developed great relationships with professors, joining two of them for Thanksgiving dinner. It was then that I truly felt sub-

merged in American culture, sitting at a table, watching a heated discussion unfold over the right way to carve a turkey. 

I have had amazing opportunities to learn from professors at the top of their fields and been actually asked my opinion on things!

It’s hard to shrink away and quietly take notes when your class only has 10 people. Slowly but surely, I adapted to the seemingly

constant assessment and ready willingness of my fellow students to offer their opinions in a way that would never happen in St

Andrews. 

This, it seemed is not the only cultural difference and I have endeavored to soak up as much of American culture as possible.

The first basketball game I ever saw was an NBA game against the Celtics. I’ve tried really hard to understand football but the

Scot within me will always prefer the roar of “Flower of Scotland” at Murrayfield before a rugby game. I’ve visited New York City,

Boston, skied in the Catskills and been to the Jersey shore in the pouring rain. 

In terms of cultural exchange, I have introduced all of my American friends to a whole new vocabulary and taught them numer-

ous new ways to insult people. My American roommate asked me to borrow a jumper the other day, so I think I’m getting into their

heads. 

It seems some Americans still have a little bit to learn though. I’ve been told that my English is excellent and been asked how to

say “Hi, my name is …” in Scottish.

Despite missing birthdays, friends and weird St Andrews traditions I can honestly say I have never regretted coming here once. I

am so lucky to have been given this opportunity and genuinely want to thank all of you at the St Andrews Society who made it

possible. This has been a fantastic experience which I’m sure will have a massive impact on the rest of my life.  
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St Andrews Society Chronicle Report – Catalina Runcie

Catalina Runcie at Quarterly Meeting

Cathlina Runce on a Ski Trip to the Poconos

Cathlina Runce on a trip to Toronto

Cathlina Runce and Emma Cathro 

at a skating party in Philadelphia Cathlina Runceat Independence Hall

in Philadelphia
Cathlina Runce at a  Penn formal 



St Andrews Society Chronicle Report – Emma Cathro -- Drexel University

Thinking back to the day that I arrived in Philadelphia for the first time is a memory I will take with me forever. I remember thinking that

this was the start of something great, and my year in Philadelphia has been better than I could have ever imagined. 

Drexel is an amazing university and has given me so many new opportunities that I would never have had back home in Scotland.

The fast-paced quarter system is something that took me by surprise, but ironically I didn’t have much time to worry about it! I actually

have really enjoyed the fast-paced work environment (although I’ll be happy to never have to worry about midterms ever again). I’ve

had great academic success at Drexel, as I’ve earned a place of my college’s Dean's List for both my Fall and Winter quarter.

The scholarship has not just allowed me to come to Philadelphia, but my whole family. My mother, father, both my older brothers, both

my brothers’ girlfriends and my boyfriend have all been able to visit me throughout my time abroad. Each time I’ve been so proud to

show them around my new home and to share with them this incredible opportunity. I really do feel like I have a home here in Philadel-

phia, and I already know this will not be the last time I will be here. 

I have also made real friends for life at Drexel from all over the United States and world-wide, and I’m already looking forward to visit-

ing them again in the future. 

As much as I love Philly, I’ve made various trips to New York which has always been a dream of mine. I’ve always loved theatre, and

I’ve now crossed off seeing a Broadway Show from my bucket list (not just once, but 4 times!!!). Before I return to Scotland, I have

plans to spend time at my roommate’s home in Florida, and my family are coming out one final time to take a trip across the States with

me. 

I’m so thankful for my time in Philadelphia, from Philly Cheesesteaks to the birthplace of America, from crazy exam schedules to

laughing til I cry with my new friends (often about how i pronounce words ‘wrong’), from learning German in an American accent to ex-

periencing the coldest winter of my life with a broken heat system, I will remember it all fondly. I can’t thank the St Andrew’s Society

enough for this incredible experience. 

Sincerely, Emma

Emma Cathro at our Quarterly Meeting This has been my bedroom view for the past year. My boyfriend and I in Times Square for Thanksgiving!      



St Andrews Society Chronicle Report – Emma Cathro -- Drexel University

I was lucky enough to see Hamil-

ton on Broadway
My first day at Drexel! I’ve found a new best friend in my roommate

Shelby, and she’s been a great tour guide for me!

My brother and I with Rocky!

George Frattara, from St. Joseph’s University, is 2018-2019 Bishop Scholar at St Andrew’s University

A short speech at the Golf Outing My first week in St Andrews was uncharacteristically dry. I enjoyed a bit of sun as I toured the castle and got situated in town



George Frattara, from St. Joseph’s University, is 2018-2019 Bishop Scholar at St Andrew’s University

My first week in St Andrews was uncharacteristically dry. I en-

joyed a bit of sun as I toured the castle and got situated in town.

The sun continued trough most of the month

for my first halls pier walk!

I began golfing and fell in love with the game. I’m still

not all that great—but really discovering the game in St

Andrews has been amazing. After this year, I’ll never

want to give it up.

Above is professional boxer Wladamir Klitschko at the  Alfred Dunhill

Links Championship. We also saw Piers Morgan, Hugh Grant, and Bill

Murray that weekend. (amongst many pros)

(Pictured left is Edward McMillan—the most outlandish and eccentric Brit in

our golf group. Fun Fact: he was recently honorably discharged from the

Royal Navy for a brazil nut allergy. He’ll never hear the end of that one.)

More golf-related photos…

there are hundreds, but I’ll

leave it with these.



George Frattara, from St. Joseph’s University, is 2018-2019 Bishop Scholar at St Andrew’s University

Celtic Football game in Glasgow was a really great experience!

Family and friends in my favorite place this side of the Atlantic!



Soumya Polavarapu, from Juniata University, is the 2018-2019 Mutch Scholar at The University of Glasgow

From: Polavarapu, Soumya L /Sent: Wed, March 13, 2019 To: John McDonald Subject: Updates

Dear Mr. McDonald,

I hope this email finds you well. I just wanted to update you and the committee about some notable as well as exciting extracurricular

activities in which I participated.

On February 21st, I participated in a Great-Medico Legal Debate with students from Strathclyde against University of Edinburgh.  The

Edinburgh team consisted of 2 NHS lawyers, 1 NHS doctor, and medical ethics masters student).  The Glasgow/Strathclyde team won!

Here is a link to the event, if you would like to view the debate. https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/lawschool/newsevents/strathclyde-

hoststhegreatmedico-legaldebate/?fbclid=IwAR1OEDu9SSMUg0j0JEouGAFpoKZ0PvOrQAXqm-xqZpRQyUR771bu4ErT_9s

Strathclyde Hosts the Great Medico-Legal Debate  

On Thursday 21st February 2019, the University of Strathclyde hosted the Great Medico-Legal Debate for the first time. The debate,

organised by the University of Edinburgh’s Mason Institute for Medicine, Life Science and the Law, is a prestigious annual competition

which in previous years has been a contest between teams of students from Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Strathclyde students also took part in the debate for the first time this year. Two of our 4th year LLB Honours students, Nicholas

Konopate and Melissa Murray, were joined by Soumya Polavarapu, a science undergraduate from the University of Glasgow.”

TEDxUniversityofGlasgow Main Conference 2019: “Wrong Way – Go Ahead”

On March 2, I did a Ted Talk through the TedxUniversityOfGlasgow conference. I applied to audition, and from the open auditions I

was voted by the crowd to go to the main conference.  Some 50 people applied to audition; 8 people were selected to audition; and 2 of

the 8 spoke in the main conference.  I believe the talk will be uploaded to the Tedx YouTube channel, and I will provide you with the link

once the video is uploaded if you would like. Information about my talk is in this link. https://www.tedxuniversityofglasgow.com

In the Spirit of ideas worth spreading TED created a program called TEDx. 

TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that bring people together to share a TED-like experience.

The TEDxUniversityofGlasgow 2019 Conference was an exciting all-day event taking place on Saturday, the 2nd of March.  It was all

tied together with the 2019 theme, "Wrong Way – Go Ahead" which involved telling histories of exclusion, refusal to comply with the

norm and how these can lead to greatness, self-accomplishment and achievement.

Those attending heard 10 speakers from all over the world presenting their ideas in a classic and concise TED-like fashion, all revolv-

ing around the “Wrong Way – Go Ahead” theme. There were a variety of presenters as well as pre-recorded TED talks. During the lunch

and coffee breaks, everyone got a chance to take part in our exhibition space with interactive booths. Some of those who attended

were also able to spot a speaker or two in the crowd and ask them questions about their work. 



Soumya Polavarapu, from Juniata University, is the 2018-2019 Mutch Scholar at The University of Glasgow

Doctors without Boarders Glasgow Network Global Mental Health Mini-Conference.

On March 9, I worked with the Doctors without Boarders Glasgow Network and collaborated on a Global Mental Health Mini-Confer-

ence. I led a workshop in a PBL style where I introduced people to challenges to Global Mental Health through psychiatric clinical vi-

gnettes in the context of Culture Bound Syndromes. We raised a lot of money, and it was quite a success!

I have also joined the powerlifting team, and am hoping to compete soon. 

I cannot thank the St. Andrews Society enough with this opportunity to go to Scotland. I really have found my place, and am taking

advantage of all the opportunities available to me. 

None of this would have been possible had it not been for the generosity of the Society.

Warm Regards, Soumya Polavarapu, Biochemistry '19

At St, Andrews Quarterly Meeting Participating in the Strathclyde Great Medico-Legal Debate



Soumya Polavarapu, from Juniata University, is the 2018-2019 Mutch Scholar at The University of Glasgow

On March 2, I did a Ted Talk through the TedxUniversityOfGlasgow conference.

Information about my talk is in this link. https://www.tedxuniversityofglasgow.com



Aidan Toole, from Drexel University, is the 2018-2019 McNeil Scholar at The University of Aberdeen

Dear John,

It's been a while since we last spoke, I believe we last wrote each other right as I was

leaving for Aberdeen. I sincerely apologize for the delayed response.

I've been having a blast in Scotland. I thought I'd take the time to give you a brief up-

date (with pictures) and also ask some questions regarding my scholarship. See below

for some of the photos I've taken over the past few months.

I recently tried deep-fried haggis, which I actually quite like!

Last term, I fell in love with IRN-BRU. At one point I purchased this 24 pack – mostly for

myself but also to share with my friends.

IMG_4731.jpg

I took a weekend trip to Edinburgh in November, what a gorgeous city! 

IMG_4611 (1).JPG

Early in the fall semester, I joined the Aberdeen Uni Gaming Society, and I've never felt

more at home and in my element. I met all my friends at society, many of them local Ab-

erdonians. We hang out every weekend, and one of my best friends (wearing a hat in

this picture) is traveling to Paris with me over break! They will make it very hard for me

to return to the US when I leave in May. 

IMG_4555.jpg

The international center on campus hosts monthly trips to various places in Scotland. In

October I visited Crathes castle, and walked through the castle and garden.

IMG_4474.jpg

Another weekend trip, I visited Glasgow for a day and a half. Nearly every statue I saw

had a hat on it!

At our Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting 

deep-fried haggis,

IRN-BRU



Aidan Toole, from Drexel University, is the 2018-2019 McNeil Scholar at The University of Aberdeen
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Nearly every statue I saw had a hat on it!

Edinburgh Weekend Aberdeen Uni Gaming Society

In October I visited Crathes castle, and walked through

the castle and garden.



Aidan Toole, from Drexel University, is the 2018-2019 McNeil Scholar at The University of Aberdeen
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I travelled again with the International Center

to Stonehaven in September. The weather that

day was perfect, and afterwards we walked

into town for some fish n'chips and some ice

cream from Aunty Betty's.

1DA2CE4D-4E0A-4E7F-816B-

70B996CF20C3.jpg

I believe this was a day or two after arriving in

Aberdeen in September. I may not look it, but I

was very nervous and kind of scared. Two

weeks later however, I had found a solid group

of friends and was familiar enough with Ab-

erdeen to loosen up a little. 

IMG_3918.jpg

King's College on campus.

I have plenty of more photos, and I plan on

taking more before I leave, but maybe I'll save

the rest for when I return to Philadelphia. 

Regarding my scholarship, I am currently filling

out my tax forms for 2018; I was wondering if I

can record my scholarship as taxable income,

and if so, does the St. Andrew's Society have

a W2 form regarding this matter?

Please let me know, thanks John. See you in

the fall.

King’s College

Stonehaven



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

McFarland Scholar, Maria Marabito has kept George McFarland meticulously up to date by e-mail, also noting, “I have been writing a

lot while here about my study abroad experiences. I have been posting regularly to my own blog ; to Edinburgh's study abroad blog; to

the “Student” newspaper here in Edinburgh; while also contributing to my home university's newspaper

Maria has posted significantly and powerfully through her Eighteen (18+17=35) impressively literate and graphically striking postings

to her West Chester University Student Blog “acuppawords” – posts stretching from May 16, 2018 through Apr 20, 2019 – and through

her Seventeen (17) tandem University of Edinburgh blogs.  In addition, each of her 35 blogs include half a dozen superb illustrative

photographs. . See: acuppawords.wixsite.com/maria & https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2016/09/12/part-1-up-up-and-away/

Sample Correspondence with George:

From: Marabito, Maria / Sent Monday, Oct 01, 2018 / To: George McFarland /Subject My First Month

Hello Mr. McFarland,

I hope you are well! I just wanted to check in and tell you about my first month in Edinburgh. I came a week earlier with my sister and

father and we did a lot of touristy things around the city. We saw the castle, the palace, the Royal Yacht Britannia (which was my fa-

vorite!) and we even did a tour of the underground vaults of the city. The vaults were terrifying. There are 120 vaults beneath the city

and we saw only 4 of them but even that was too much.

I started school three weeks ago. Welcome Week was extremely busy. The University was running so many events every day. It was

hard to choose what to go to. I did go on a Bookshop Crawl around the city and I went to the Welcome Ball which was very nice.

I am enjoying my classes so far. I am taking Scottish Literature, Russian Literature and Medieval Celtic Literature. The material is

challenging but very interesting. I actually missed most of my classes last week because I was very sick with the flu but I am starting to

feel better.

So far, I have joined the Tea Society, the Murder Mystery Society and the Harry Potter Society of course. The Harry Potter Society did

a very elaborate sorting ceremony for all the new members which was amazing!

In addition to my “A Cuppa Words” blog, I am also writing for the University of Edinburgh's Study Abroad blog. Below is the link to my

first post in case you want to take a look.

I   n terms of travel, next week I am going on a trip to the Isle of Skye which is supposed to be absolutely beautiful. I also have made

plans to go to Belgium and Switzerland which is exciting.

I will check in again very soon! / Happy October/ Maria



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

From: George McFarland / Sent: Oct 1, 2018 / To: Marabito, Maria / Subject: RE: My First Month

Maria – Thanks for your email! I am sorry to hear that you were sick, but glad that you are getting better. Sounds like you have had a

very busy and exciting start to your Scottish year. And also nice to have had some of your family over.

Since I live vicariously (it seems), I will look forward to reading your blogs and emails. This year is about making the most of a great

life experience.

Take care, George 

From: Marabito, Maria Sent: Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018 To: George McFarland Subject:  My First Month

Hi George!

I hope you had a good Halloween! I just wanted to update you on what I have been up to. I am very much enjoying my courses

though the teaching style was a bit of an adjustment. It is a lot different than in America. I have been traveling more now that I have

made a good group of friends. I went to Brussels a couple weeks ago (the waffles are amazing!) and I am going to Geneva this coming

weekend. Also, in December I booked a short trip to Paris and to Copenhagen. I am very excited to see the cities all decked out for

Christmas!

I   n Edinburgh, set up has already begun for the Princes Street Christmas Market. The Ferris wheel is already up and everything

should be open in less than two weeks. My sister and her best friend are actually visiting me right when the market opens! They are

staying for a week and we are celebrating Thanksgiving together. I reserved a Thanksgiving dinner at the Three Sisters Bar for us. It is

supposed to be really good.

I have been writing a lot while here about my study abroad experiences. I am posting regulating on my blog as well as Edinburgh's

study abroad blog and I am also contributing to my home university's newspaper and “The Student” newspaper here in Edinburgh. I will

definitely be writing about Geneva very soon!

I hope you have a good Thanksgiving! If I do not get in touch with you before the holidays,

Merry Christmas! / Maria



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

From: Marabito, Maria Sent: Tuesday, Feb 18, 2019 To: George McFarland Subject:  My First Month

Hi George,

I hope you had a great holiday and that the new year is treating you well so far. I went home for Christmas and I have been back in

Edinburgh for about a month now. The school year is flying by! I only have six more weeks of classes left before spring break and

exams. It also feels like it has been going very quickly since I have been so busy. Last semester I did a lot of traveling outside the UK

so I wanted to focus this semester on exploring Scotland and Edinburgh more. I have done a few day trips already to Loch Ness and

Glenfinnan, and have bought tickets for a few more to Pitlochry, Aberdeen, and the Isle of Mull which I am very excited about. 

Since I am currently taking a History of Edinburgh course I have gotten to learn a lot more about the city. My tutor took my group on a

walking tour of part of the city which was really nice since I got to better appreciate and understand the history of Edinburgh. This se-

mester I also joined a couple of more societies including the Creative Writing society and the Publish Ed society. I actually just attended

a publishing conference last week through Publish-Ed in Tollcross which was amazing. I think I am going to write a blog post on it since

it was so helpful in learning about the publishing industry. In a few weeks my cousin will be visiting me, and then my sister after that so I

will get to do a lot more sightseeing showing them around the city. 

I had to say goodbye to a lot of friends who were only in Edinburgh for a semester and it made me appreciate even more how I am

able to stay a full year. A semester really isn't long enough to explore Scotland and I wanted to thank you and the society once again for

the scholarship. 

Sincerely, Maria

Maria Marabito – 17 Blogs posted at Maria’s “acuppawords” West Chester University Blog / Examples

acuppawords.wixsite.com/maria

Apr 20 The Four Ancient Universities Ranked (5 photos)

The ancient universities are the four schools established centuries ago in Scotland that still exist today. They include the University of

St. Andrews (f. 1413), University of Glasgow (f. 1451), University of Aberdeen (f.1495) and the University of Edinburgh (f. 1583). When I

first came to Edinburgh in September, I made it a goal to visit all four universities while I have the chance, and I just recently completed

this goal with a month to spare before I return home. I tried to explore the campus as well as the city/town of each university as much

as possible though I did not experience every aspect of what it is like to attend each.

I am really pleased that I got to visit all four of the ancient universities. It was bizarre and fun to imagine myself studying at each of the

other universities instead of Edinburgh. Ultimately though Edinburgh was the best place I could have gone to study abroad, and I rec-

ommend it to anyone contemplating studying abroad or even a future trip to Scotland.



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

At 2018 Golf Outing in Philadelphia

At University

Apr 5 Staffa: The Pillar Island (5 photos)

One of the most iconic images of Scotland is that of Fingal’s Cave in Staffa, an island in the Inner Hebrides in Argyll and Bute. The

unique volcanic layering of the island and caves make Staffa a mysterious and wonderful beauty.



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

Mar 24 Macaron Baking Class (5 photos)

Part of living in a city means having access to a diverse range of cultures and activities. There are tons of workshops available

throughout Edinburgh for complete beginners to try. I’ve taken quite a few classes so far such as a latte art class at the Brew Lab, a

highland dancing class with CityLife and most recently a macaron baking class with Mademoiselle Macaron.

End of Year At Stonehenge



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

Maria Marabito – 17 Blogs posted at Maria’s “acuppawords” West Chester University Blog / Examples

acuppawords.wixsite.com/maria

Feb 20 SYP Publishing Conference

Feb 7 Harry Potter and the Cursed Trip

Jan 23 The Lazy Cook Hits the Kitchent

Dec 19, 2018  Copenhagen at Christmas

Dec 11, 2018 Four Days in Paris, France

Nov 16, 2018 48 Hours in Geneva, Switzerland

Nov 3, 2018 A Weekend in Brussels, Belgium

Oct 22, 2018 Harry Potter Film Set Trip

Oct 19, 2018 My Highland Adventure: Day 2

Oct 15, 2018 My Highland Adventure: Day 1

Oct 9, 2018 The Best of Edinburgh's New Town

Sep 30, 2018 The Highs and Lows of my First Month in Scotland

Sep 2, 2018 5 Useful Packing Tips

Aug 21, 2018 10 Things I Did to Prepare for Study Abroad

Aug 4, 2018 A Collection of Rereads

Jul 27, 2018 A Taste of Britain

Jul 1, 2018 Passport to International Etiquette

Jun 18, 2018 Poem #1

Jun 6, 2018 Movies that Will Give You the Travel Bug

May 26, 2018 5 Things I learned from my First Trip Abroad (and Resolutions for Studying Abroad)

May 22, 2018 Pressed Pennies: The Perfect Souvenir

May 19, 2018 Viewing the Royal Wedding

May 16, 2018 Somewhere Over the Rainbow



Maria Marabito, from West Chester University, is the 2018-2019 McFarland Scholar at The University of Edinburgh

Maria Marabrito Top17 University of Edinburgh blogs 

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/04/16/meeting-the-world/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/03/28/last-few-months-in-edinburgh/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/02/25/lessons-from-creative-learning-week/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/02/06/it-snows-in-scotland/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/02/01/a-coffee-addicts-guide-to-edinburgh-and-beyond/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/01/29/not-just-a-cabinet-of-curiosities/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/01/22/happy-hogmanay/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/01/16/my-experience-of-sleep-out-in-edinburgh/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2019/01/16/maison-de-moggy-or-a-visit-to-the-cat-cafe/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/12/11/reflecting-on-the-last-few-months-realities-of-study-abroad/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/11/30/survival-guide-to-missing-your-pets-in-edinburgh/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/11/12/work-hard-play-hard-my-top-tips-on-how-to-stay-sane-during-the-semester/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/10/18/i-love-craigies-farm/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/10/10/day-trip-to-st-andrews/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/09/18/expectations-in-edinburgh/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/09/16/surviving-freshers-tips-i-wish-someone-had-told-me/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2016/09/12/part-1-up-up-and-away/

Previous University of Edinburgh 2016-2017-2018 student blogs

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/03/26/my-top-10-museums-in-edinburgh/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/living-bookworms-society-pt-1/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/03/07/harry-potter-culture-in-edinburgh/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2018/01/21/books-to-read-while-studying-in-edinburgh/dinburg

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2017/09/25/im-on-exchange-in-scotland-part-i/h

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2017/01/27/rugby-the-beeline-to-scotlands-heart/

https://usinedinb.wordpress.com/2016/12/16/glasgow-day-trip-exam-period/
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THE ST. ANDREWS SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The (private) Foundation of the St. Andrew's Society of Philadelphia was established in 1957 as a nonprofit corporation to promote understanding
between the United States and Scotland by awarding scholarships to U.S. students to spend their entire junior year at one of the four “Ancient”
Scottish universities: St. Andrew’s, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen.

The Foundation currently awards seven scholarships each year: five to juniors from twenty-nine Delaware Valley colleges and universities to at-
tend the four ancient Scottish universities, and two to Scottish students from St. Andrews and Aberdeen Universities to attend the University of
Pennsylvania and Drexel.
Annually, twenty-nine Philadelphia-area colleges and universities are invited to submit candidates who are screened and interviewed by the St. An-

drew's Scholarship Committee each March. Scholarships are named in memory of the Reverend Andrew Mutch, D.D., Robert Lincoln McNeil, Cmdr.
George C. McFarland and William Somers, and most recently, James Bishop,

More than two hundred and seventy St. Andrew’s Society administered Scholarships have been awarded since the inception of the program in
1957. The current Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, John Francis McDonald III, was preceded by George McFarland, Bradford Fitler John-
son, Craig Douglas Mills, David Kunz and John Francis McDonald Jr.

The St. Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia Scholarship Program is considered to be one of the largest private scholarship initiatives in the United
States, dwarfed only by publicly funded programs like the Fulbright Program which encompasses students, scholars and teachers.

The Mutch Scholarship was established to honor the Rev. Andrew Mutch, the Society President in 1939-40, to memorialize his work for the St. An-
drew’s Society Foundation. The first Scholarship was awarded in 1957-1958 for junior year study at St. Andrew’s University and carried a stipend of
$800 per year --enough at the time to cover tuition, room, board, and transatlantic passage.

Over the intervening years, the number of annual St. Andrew’s administered scholarships (Mutch, McNeil, McFarland, Somers, and Bishop) has
increased to seven per year. Each currently carries a stipend of $25,000 per year. Young women as well as young men have been awarded scholar-
ships since 1981-82. Serendipitously, all 2017-18 winners were women.

The McNeil Scholarship was established in 1969 by Henry S. and Robert L. McNeil, Jr. in honor of their father, lifelong St. Andrew’s Society mem-
ber, Robert Lincoln McNeil to sponsor a St. Andrews University Junior to study at the University of Pennsylvania. In 1999, the number of McNeil
scholarships was doubled, allowing a University of Pennsylvania Junior to study at St. Andrew’s University, as well as a St. Andrew’s University stu-
dent to study at the University of Pennsylvania. Some sixty McNeil scholarships have been awarded since 1969. This has recently changed to in-
volve Drexel University and the University of Aberdeen.

The McFarland Scholarship was established in 1988 by Commander George Conrad McFarland to sponsor a Philadelphia area university Junior
to study at the University of Edinburgh. Two dozen McFarland Scholarships have been awarded since 1988-1989.

The Somers Scholarship was established in 2005 to honor lifelong St. Andrews Society member, William Somers to support a Philadelphia area
university Junior, or Master’s student for one year at any of the four ancient Scottish universities. Four Somers Scholarships have been awarded to
date.

Currently twenty-nine Philadelphia-area universities are invited to participate in the St. Andrew’s Scholarship Program: Albright, Arcadia, Bryn
Mawr, Bucknell, Dickinson, Drexel, Eastern, Franklin & Marshall, Gettysburg, Haverford, Juniata, Lafayette, LaSalle, Lehigh, Moravian, Muhlenberg,
Penn State, Princeton, Rosemont, Rutgers, St. Josephs, Swarthmore, Temple, U of Pennsylvania, Ursinus, Villanova, Washington, West Chester
and Widener.

These grants are funded entirely by donations from our Members. We are both proud of and deeply grateful for the loyal and generous support
that the Gentlemen of the Society have given to this noble endeavor over the past six decades.
The St. Andrews Society Scholarship Program was suggested to the Society by Society Member Jack Vincent Scott in the fall of 1955, shortly be-

fore his death in 1956. The suggestion derived from his daughter Helen’s experience attending the Summer Program at Edinburgh University in the
summer of 1955.
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